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Popularise Sustainable Development

| —
Our Bureag.l
| Hyderabad

There is a need for popular-
ising  Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) among
students and encouraging col-
laboration among different
stakeholders, according to

experts.
Many experts In-
cluding Seeram Ramakrishna,

Professor, FREng. Everest
Chair, National University of
Singapore (NUS), Singapore;
Shombi Sharp, UN Resident
Coordinator, New Delhi.
stressed the the need for pop-
ularising Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs) among
students and encouraging fac-
ulty members to engage and

collaborate

They were speaking at an
international conference on
Knowledge for Sustainable
Development: Dialogues
Across Disciplines to Imple-
ment Sustainable Develop-
nent Goals; held at the Uni-

=y r%‘jl
[Y;

Over 300
delegates
participated in the
conference focussing

on 17 SDGs to

reflect on models

of implementing
SDGs in India

versity of Hyderabad (UoH)
here.

AMBASSADORS OF CHANGE
They called for action to
change, especially to stu-
dents, who can be the ambas-
sadors of change. Both indi-
vidualy and in the
community, the students can
through their actions produce
ripples or create value that
transcends individual goals
and aspirations.

Given the significance and
criticality of SDGs, the faculty
should be encouraged to think
about increasing content of
SDG related themes in their

\

(coals in education, say experts

courses gradually from about
> percent to S0 percent, the
deliberations pointed out.

Participants at the confer-
ence include students from
UoH, and colleges in from
across the country. Besides
students, speakers at the con-
ference included faculty, re-
searchers, innovative practi-
toners  of  sustainable
development, from promin-
ent insttutions. Speakers
trom Portugal, Germany, the
USA, and Singapore were
among the participants in the
conterence.

Over 300 delegates parti-
cipated in the conference fo-
cussing on 17 SDGs to reflect
on models of implementing
SDGs in India. The confer-
ence was spearheaded by the
Internal Quality Assurance
Cell (IQAC), UoH and funded
by the Institution of Emin-
ence (IoE) is a university-
wide initiative; and kick starts
the University’s Golden Ju-
bilee Year 2024, accordingtoa

release.




TIEO T0DTTHE

- ,.;;;aengmmm 0, TODTRT
SRe SFN, essai:nm S, -

ATROBER), TOT0Z cuaﬁc:ieﬂ \ &

30T JODTIRT TRIICL T W

230 3ecHTR BTG, FAERE L.

DEOD FE, u’@ JODTNTS Wi, 11°0S
3gzdes. xoa@ameﬁ 302V JOR)
SOZML), 2R SFBO T30 2880[e8SMIEN
SUSBHHTO0T, LS B, HK), BIFRT TPoH)
2ee,mobe ) mms:aq?w &mamde
Oon xm;s:l Zoen 8EHTS T3 TOIBON e?}oﬂ DERI30D
0BT SREHTD B3, SoS0d TO0X, 3T, 8w
28E0TUBND, TFODS FON mmv Eozse? et
e -TIoT 03,0 TOUWS RPRBITH WBY a*na:
Zoe FF BOINGT 8% HRWIHW), ST R4S,
ABNEN Deth HBTHT, XH 50DFBFONYR), SEROTM
Seddah @050 WD FOINYR), MOT-HE), 2RO
< =tosmah B0 SRR EYO BEow sePdRoRMd,

2365 ZRS=en® SURTEIDHD.
0,38 TS FI) OB BLTNTT BB,

Soesine, 85, m@mvﬂvaﬁ es&xomn ﬁma es:zs

DerBLIe. esn Oon T=esdad a’ase:as avSahede maw

XZB001RMI .

DHIREIT mw:& TpRTHITO 18 SR 2008
L0 Se0HTD msm:: TROE IBFTHR), 6908, SREI

- BED BRoBES. B D 21 8¥d wmm AT,
s DB z.bmm 21} 88 ammwd{ao&ﬁ zoe
el mesﬁ 508 ZOFZHBDURNTLI T, TR
08 _,a:orsowas BTN TS 88X, XEFUT
VB0 5O MABT TEND > BebdainMes. Bers
WTFEE WmemEs s eHaD FREOhObe FITF,
ZOB, DORE, LOTBOLTHLD, FOBCRLE, T IR,
0T 98, FOB0Y FeXrs S DR BOINYR), ToLd
S03FD0BON Db XD XTHTO0T DEYD
IR DB, LTTEOL mﬁuﬁ SRTTT.
eseot ZOTH: ZpRELLE HFADO KOXL) wran

. 303, Berrs XN a0 cleess, 28k XOXEN

OISO SBI. Zoen BOIHEE LR O Ol

O eBRMY), S8, B0 XoXET BRTNY O

L 3R830BWNG. xz,aaqu S20HF 3,200, sEO3 aﬁ

DR BF, XS0 BBRLIT, wUr wcy HE M XoxF

- B0 derd3a.

 EY BE)Y TG

. 20018 BA)MY WOSK), HE Y vniie.

| RO ARSI Se0BH)NER0mT Zoems

QDB BN T WO ms ¢ BE)Y 0 aa::a: 303

0 Sd. wma &cﬂesa‘ﬁdﬁo:b saeirfge? zaa ¥ o), n‘g

T  ATRFRTS 133 238x23e8 3.
msmmmd.mﬁemnao:ooa TR, W

TR,
o B320nY) (Mo Pea, ¥RRT 63)
s 03 SRBWRrHZE. AT X0LOETN
L 8oindeo BEEtR%R BT,
ool 30891 Toddanhd =03 s 3,
e 9T,0D, IPEFS,, 073,
Beems, Seex, WSO T, BINY
LVR0FRINRTE T, HTVSTLN, TRT, ATADN A1)
T,823637€D, TOTY TOEN SRBED 8 ~O:.~.rC$ Lplevhi3
L DTEEID X BB, TSNy Te T, T3,
83 IINYR), Q) ORNY FRTES ATFHH S8 a*oag

aﬁo nen ﬁada &ewnﬁmhzs

5331 90D

aadﬂ#@ Tod, e0D Sz.:énm 03, BTN OTICHRNR
e5230xozseon 535%1 XBOD zgarmaoﬁaaﬁﬁ (O -T})
TRRERTLIE. caaﬁ st, %, Ned Tare JODTIRTS
ATIBETTR), POWDTC 22031, &, eod) B IYOTD
WEIT TOT, B I BOOTTOD), PO F0%, ;83
-plevel i} asanqa: esodpezszelesants.

"'a;:im&a e&o:bab DF 2230230000 Meanys),
23¢x2des. Zowe  2edReETaneD, zmraau 83T D),
QeDT FXTEE WEE BT, 0NY aasasfscm 253023 AN
ma@ﬂ ez Bdos *am Zoed *, ‘R, BeF’ 202 3RH

230083,
VDI SWIENE Q) PODDHW

IO, Hﬂ@ms mamwsmnq, SUTIZ,
emmm amxamq)ub Zore FPoNWPHT oa:paaas‘ﬁ
83F v 2,00, WI0T, BRETRAMTT, B’
JODET,SEBF HOOHT &, AINYRY 52300, B0
BPNYR), BeHTHID, yTHE0- 3&0:;3:50:55 AR,
DTFBRTHT, FReRTE,NYR), BTN, TaF LD
SRBDHT 2T, DM TR FEIT VLIVT worizrzles.
t3e OEEaD 50HER), BOHL B
odeersdeodn 0D, NOWBFINY0IH F0NFBNY),
IBHNFHEOT Bed OFe, el JeNw S FYD
worleYen XBZ00RMHIT.

ZRUIE ZOATNRTE) QLB ‘BFees B,
FOTTTMLIER). TOHIBD 8Fed, D2 BXTE,

RO, $eBTED Bt OIMYR), Toew 3§£&5@_ tira@:izjead.
5e30 aﬁcﬁo S0&HENYR), abao_gsa:ah leJopmlo)
IRWHTR, 0ed 8ge0 SN BoDHzes). AP

ZODTRT SFADMYR), COBLERYS 3§ed8 0T

%8 IoNSADOTI 2.

ﬁr



Tristha Ramamarthy

vec the [ast
several de-
cades. there
has- barely
Sees 3 change in how
Mzr== has been taught
= 3 classroom setting.
Te zpproach of solving
—=npie problems in
e notebook and apply-
¢ formulas without
mcersanaing why has
s=ved consistent.
High-school Maths
ecucacon now stands at
the crossroads of a sig-
cificant transformation.
it's ome to advance
bevond raditdonal pro-
blem-solving and prime
our students for a future

Make way for Maths 2.0

We must strive to modernise Maths education for the 21st ce
where learning the subject becomes a viby

shaped by dara and pat-

terns. It is not enough
just to teach them how
to solve numerical pro-
blems; we must equip
them to apply and con-
nect their learning to
the real world.

Making Maths
relevant
As educators and

leaders, we need to
reassess how Maths is
being taught and foster
our students’ ability to
do Maths and think
mathematically. It’s
about teaching students
to abstract, systematise,
{MI establish connec-
tons. When we frame
Maths problems in real-
world contexts and en-
courage students to en-
gage in problem-based
carming, we ignite cu-
riosity and make Maths
reh?am_ This enables
not just the mastery of
“elopment critical

&
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to pen and paper; it’s

out there in the world. -

To give students an op-

. portunity to apply their

learning to solve real-
world problems, we
needf to design and
transfer learning
through authentic tasks
that mirror real-world
situations, Whether it’s

designing a sustainable -

it ey &
TR Ty e

e

tic performance tasks
demonstrate the real
er of Maths and

Ips enhance le
:ﬁdpshnws students the

thi:tgllls in everyday life

W

s for.

instruc-
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and content ensures
mastery.  Integrating
standards-based learn-
ing into Maths is impera-
tive to guide students in-
to developing the
essential core skills, By
adhering to these stan-
dards, we raise the bar
for education and em-
power students to navi-
gate the academic land-
scape confidently and
‘proficiently.

TR

The digital age has
transformed how we ap-
proach education, Tech-
nology like virtual labs
and visualisation tools
bring abstract concepts
to life and allow stu-
dents to engage with the
subject in a dynamic
and interactive way,
making learning both
enjoyable and effective,

Discussion is key to

an inclusive

| nlury, cultivating spaces
antjourney of discovery

1

SRl

Maths classroom that
normalises risk-taking
and fosters critical
thinking. It empowers
students by promoting
responsibility for their

learning and building

confidence.

Furthermore, it
creates a sense of com-
oLty ol learning
mumm enhances s
skills, and e

ple perspectives.

Empowering
educators

A vital part of modernis-
ing Maths is empower-
ing teachers. Providing
them with the latest
tools and methodolo-
gies enhances the learn-
ing experiences and al-
so supports them in
guiding students
through new and excit-
ing educational
landscapes.

Evaluating learning
pathways

In rethinking Maths
education, we must also
evaluate our learning
pathways.

The integration of
subjects like Data
Science and logic with
traditional Maths curric-
ula under the National
Education Policy (NEP)
is a step in this direc-
tion. It's about crafting
education that is not on-
ly academically sound
but also deeply connect-
ed to the evolving de-
mands of the world.

As we redefine Maths
for the 21st century, our
goal should be to trans-
form classrooms into
dynamic hubs of inquiry
and innovation.

We must strive to cul-
tivate spaces where stu-
dying Maths becomes a
vibrant journey of dis-
covery, analytical think-

ing, and tackling real-

world challenges.

By doing so, we are
not just teaching Maths
but equipping our stu-
dents with a toolkit for

futur

e.

consideration of multi-.

SCHOLARSHIPS
v

¥ Able - Vidvadhan Disability Scholarship
for Graduates

An opportunity offered by the Sarojini
Damodaran Foundation.

Eligibility: Open for disabled students who
have completed Class 12 and enrolled in a
undergraduate course in 2022, with at least 60%
marks or a CGPA of 6 in their HSC exam.
Annual family income must be below ¥4 lakhs.
Rewards: Up to 60,000 per annum
Application: Online

Deadline: January 31

www.b4s.in/edge/VVDS2

NGSF Internship Programme.

An internship opportunity offered by the Next
Gen Scientists Foundation for those who wish to
gain research experience in the Life Sciences.
Eligibility: Open to Indian students studying in
their second /third year of undergraduate
programmes and Master’s students in the
second/ fourth year of the integrated
programine.

Applicants must be willing to work for
two-to-three months in the 1ab of a principal
investigator at another Indian institute.
Rewards: 36,000 monthly

Application: Online .

Deadline: March 31

www.bds.in/edge/NGF1

Post-Matric Scholarship for OBC Students,
Delhi
A centrally-sponsored scholarship offered by the
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment,
Government of India, and managed by the
Department of Welfare of SC/ST/OBC.
Eligibility: Open to students from the Other
Backward Class (OBC) category domiciled in
Delhi who are studying at the post-matriculation
/post-secondary level in a
gm.'errunem—recognised institution/ college/
university within India and have at least 75%
attendance in the previous year. Annual family
income should not be more than 2.5 lakhs.
Rewards: Up to 10,000 annually
Application: Online
Deadline: March 31
Www.b4s.in/edge/PMD2

Courtesy: buddy4study.com
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Most Important Topics For

Science &
Technology

UPSC Prelims & Mains




es, AI-MLtools help
is in production
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these models to make informed, strategic, tactical decisions across domains

on which a vendor can supply how
much and in what timelines, we did
forecasting for component supplies
and procurement and accordingly did
the production planning.”

Tata Motors adds that massively
complex models serve as scenario
planners - simulate potential disrup-
tions, and manage risks associated
with the supply chain (such as short-
ages of critical components or geopo-
litical factors affecting availability of
raw materials).

Industry experts believe that the
trend will revolutionise the entire
value chain in the near future.

Rl %
.

_ s ) . o8 — : “This m_rill have a positive impact
PREDICTING MAINTENANCE USING Al-ML on the entire value chain, once com-
< et e panies have clarity on demand, ensur-

EMs are usii g | ®AI-MlLtools then come vendor supply

Ing manufacturing and related activ-
up with predictive planning ities can be streamlined better.
| trends based on ® Al-enabled optimisers Benefits from a manufacturing per-
e these cohorts are.used for spective 11_'1cludfe predictive mainte-
e Data analytics is production planning nance which will reduce Fhe dDWI_l-

8 aiso applied for Ty time, le:-sser breakdowns will result in
A ® Al-ML tools are also better inventory management, lead-
used for predictive ing to leaner, efficient and cost-effec-
maintenance of cars or tive supply chain, eventually benefit-
even plants ting the customer, thus creating a
virtuous cycle,” said Vinnie Mehta,
Director General of the Automotive
cars, colours and variants on a real- Component Manufacturers
time basis based on bookings, and Association of India.
production is planned accordingly. At Another industry expert highlights
present, it is mainly being used in that the trend started during the pan-
maintenance and also on shop floors. demicandit may soon transform book-
" The company said that data from ing and customer dealings online.
- Smart sensors is able to predict many

! Dealers, however, pointed out that
‘abnormalities in equipment, resulting  while things have started moving in

In 5 per cent reduction in mainte- this direction, it is still early days.
:ance downtime.

Manish Raj Singhania, president of the
Federation of Automobile Dealers
Associations (FADA), said that it would
be too early to gauge how much of a
dramatic transformation can happen

' in terms of reducing inventory at the
ea Is to opt for demand fore- dealer end or even reducing waiting

L t Ing historical data, market periods. “Each OEM has its own dealer

At In the future a ce 0 trends, and external factors to predict management system software where
Will call a custome ' ' demand, helping companiesto the dealers have to feed the data. At
nt of a brake times the data an OEM needs and a
| dealer needs are slightly different. So,
‘When the semi- we have now begun talks with software
pened, we used vendors to develop a DMS for dealers
Sers . oduc which would be uniform across all

1sing AI-ML tools to inter- . . n lanning. Depending on the pastdata FADA dealers.” he said.

sagrEirsdrinaisiasaidni a s g sEEREEESS SAPEaR A AR s B EARY
SAE RS R [ EsamEnEE

The early success of Al and ML
s has now led the company to con-
sider the next level of implementation
1zontal and vertical deploy-
solutions across the shops.




FROM 15 GLOBAL OPERATORS, 9 NATIONS

toffull4G,5Ggearoncards

Pos — have similar end-to-end 4G-5G stacks.
™ 0 N TH E Companies from these countries also dic-

L el ANVI L tate the standards, prices and market con-
ditions for 4G and 5G equipment. Swedish
m Several countries, giant Ericsson is currently setting up SG
such as Kenya, Mauritius, infrastructure for both Reliance Jio and

Bharti Airtel.

Papua New Guinea, and

Egypt, have shown

lnterest in the-

Indian telecom
technology

Apart from being one of the next key
foreign policy bets by India, this techno-
logical outreach is also expected to rake in
financial benefits for Indian public sector
companies such as C-DOT.

| Full package
min 2023, The first real-world deployment of the
India also entire 4G stack took place in July, as part

showcased the ©f the state-owned telecom operator

stacks during .  BSNLs planstoroll out 4G services.

Prime Ministger While BSNL is launching 4G services
: years after three private telecom service

:Iq?}r;irr] Sd ;?sits providers — Reliance Jio, Bharti Airtel and
to.the United Vodafone Idea — rolled it out, there exists

major demand for 4G tech elsewhere. 4G
- Statesand penetration remains below 22 per cent in
France Sub-Saharan Africa, according to the GSM
Association (GSMA), the global industry
association representing over 750 mobile
network operators. This is expected to
more than double within the next 5 years.

“There has been significant interest
from the region. Access to telecom tech-
nology was also flagged by many countries
during the Voice of Global South Summits
held by India,” another official said.

Meanwhile, GSMA had forecast
that 30 new markets will launch SG
services in 2023.

agy extensively dur-




‘NISAR Mission on track for
alaunch soon: NASA official

i.
- The NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar Mission is designed to observe natural processes and |
| > L] » . . . _ » ol |
" changes in earth’s complex ecosystems; the final tests of the mission are scheduled for this week

- Tiki Rajwi NASA and ISRO  short wavelength band (S-
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM Q are extremely Ba_nd) ISRO payload. Oper- |
| eager to find ways to ating together., they will |
he NASA-ISRO Syn- sollaborataon earth suppl‘y, according to ISRO,
thetic Aperture Ra- _ “spatially and temporally
_ dar (NISAR) Mis- science, planetary consistent data for under-
- sion, designed to observe science and human standing changes in earth’s
natural processes and space (programimes). ecosystems, ice mass, ve-

getation biomass, sea level
rise, groundwater and nat-

changes in earth’s complex
~ ecosystems, is on track for

There is a strong interest
PAUL A. ROSEN

The final tests on the
joint NASA-ISRO earth-ob-

serving mission are sche-
duled for this week, Paul A.

- Rosen, Project Scientist for
 NISAR at JPL, told The Hin-

du. “As we speak, everyth-

~ Ing except the acoustic

tests has been completed.
The vibration test was

. completed yesterday [Ja-

nuary 20). Final tests are
planned this week. We are
on track,” Dr. Rosen said.
Dr. Rosen and several of
his NASA-JPL colleagues as-
sociated with NISAR are
scheduled to speak at the

- Global Science Festival Ker-
- ala (GSFK), under way at

| Thonnakkal here, on

- Monday.

| ‘Enormous data’
Designed as a low-earth or-

bit (LEO) observatory, the

several respects, not least
the enormous amount of
reliable, high-resolution
data expected from it over
a three-year mission life.
“The volume of data will
be enormous, dnd it helps
us to have a reliable set of
measurements over any
spot on the earth where we
want to do science or mon-
itoring applications, forest
management, agriculture
monitoring or even just
looking at an approaching
hurricane,” Dr. Rosen said.

The open science and
open data policy makes
the mission unique in its
scope, he said. “The data
will be placed on our res-
pective data servers in In-
dia and the U.S. and they
will be made open to the
public essentially as soon
as they are processed to a

many SAR (synthetic aper-
ture radar) missions, this is
simply not the case,” he
said.

The mission will use a
synthetic aperture radar to
scan earth’s land and ice-
covered regions twice ev-
ery 12 days in ascending
and descending passes.
Capable of penetrating
cloud cover and operating
day and night, NISAR is ex-
pected to revolutionise
earth-observing capability.

It is also expected to be
a reliable data source for
disaster monitoring and
mitigation.

‘Eager to collaborate’

This single observatory so-
lution is equipped with a
long wavelength band (L-
Band) SAR payload system
provided by NASA and a

an “early 2024” launch, a Project Scientist for NISAR at JPL ural hazards, including
~ senior official at NASA’s Jet | earthquakes, tsunamis,

Propulsion  Laboratory volcanoes and landslides.”

(JPL) said on Sunday. NISAR Mission is unique in  validated data product. For “For those disasters that

evolve over slightly longer
periods of time or where

— i

you can actually plan an |
observation, like a hurri-

cane approaching,

liable data source,” Dr. Ro-
sen said.

Dr. Rosen feels that NA-
SA and ISRO are interested
in taking their collabora-

tion in space forward.
“Both sides I think are ex-
tremely eager to find ways
to collaborate on earth

science, planetary science |

and human space (pro-
grammes). There is a very,
very strong interest,” he
said.

Dr. Rosen will speak on
“NISAR - an international

for |
those things, you have a re-

radar system of systems for |

groundbreaking earth
science” at the GSFK on
Monday.



| ata from the Annual
| Status of Education

| Report (ASER) 2023

| report, that was

" released recently, confirms that
" the story of widening access to

- gmartphones across the country

continues. The results show that
92% of the 14-18 year olds who

- were surveyed reported knowing

how to use a smartphone. What

" does this access mean in terms of

education or learning?

First, although over 90% of
bovs and girls reported knowing
how to use a smartphone, almost
half of them, or 44% of the boys,
owned their own smartphone.

- Among girls, only 20% owned

;:g' one. The difference in ownership

of devices, gender-based or
otherwise, can limit what these
devices can be used for and can
affect some abilities but not
others. For example, the ability to

- browse for information is equal

- among either boys or girls,
regardless of whether they own
- the device or simply have access

to one at home. Finding a
YouTube video, which also falls

- under the category of browsing, is

equally easy among boys who own
or do not own their phones. But

the skill of finding a video and
sharing it depends on ownership

- of the device.

.
—

e, ot I g

The examples above describe
tasks that the youth who were
surveyed did on a smartphone
(their own, a household
member’s, or a neighbour’s) in the
presence of the ASER survey team.
Other examples of how phone
ownership makes a difterence are
visible in the youths’ self-reported
use of smartphones. For example,

over 90% of those surveyed
reported having used social media

1 in the week prior to the survey,
- but the proportion of those who

j were familiar with safety features
' (such as changing a password or
" blocking a profile) was largely
’ dependent on ownership.
In short, these results suggest

- that while access to a common

- smartphone can be described as

basic or superficial, owning a
smart device is necessary for -

1 deeper access to information and

\

|

Madhav Ch_avan

Is a co-founder
of Pratham

Data from the
recently
released Annual
Status of
Education
Report supports
the point that
once technology
is in the hands
of motivated
users without
constraints, they
will learn

o use it

services. Smartphone skills, like all
other skills, need motivation
combined with the opportunity to
learn. Entertainment is a great
motivator. Products such as
WhatsApp and YouTube have
clearly motivated and helped
youngsters to learn to use the new
technology without a gender bias.
However, in cases of certain online
services and commeicial activities,
girls seem to show less
participation than boys. This may
have less to do with barriers of
technology and more to do with
social obstacles. Where there are
no social barriers such as using

the devices for school-related
work, ownership of devices and
gender make only a small
difference: nearly 70% of youth,
boys and girls, both report having
used phones for studies at least
once in the reference week. ASER
2023 cannot say if this has made
an impact on the learning of
school subjects.

Once technology, any
technology, is in the hands of
motivated users without
constraints, they learn to use it.
Motivation to use and learn new
technology came during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Without
being taught, huge populations
adopted the new technology and
its applications that were useful
and user-friendly. But, even before
the big push of the pandemic, we
saw an example on a fairly large
scale of how children pick up skills
without being taught.

An earlier experiment

In 2017, in an early Pratham
experiment with integrating digital
technology into education, small
groups of 11- to 14 year olds were
each given a tablet to share. Their
mothers were given responsibility
for its safe-keeping, with the
assurance that there would be no

3,000 tablets were distributed in
about 400 villages in Maharashtra,
Uttar Pradesh, and Rajasthan.
Each tablet had a password to

ensure that no external content
was imported. Within two weeks
we discovered that passwords in
half the tablets spread over

- protection of the content. Not

Better use of technology needs free access

villages in all three States had been
changed, and the children were
having a laugh at the expense of
the Pratham staff. In those days it

. was unlikely that the children had

prior exposure to devices such as
tablets and smartphones in the
villages. But obviously some
people knew how, and the
knowhow spread like wildfire,
motivated by the opportunity to
play mischief. Needless to say, we

" removed passwords in all the

tablets, and the groups of children
were made responsible for

- surprisingly, this worked very well

although mistakes were made

| every now and then. In the above

i.
penalty for loss or damage. Nearly

experiment, supported by the
Sarva Mangal Family Trust and
Google.org, ownership of the
tablet was with the children by
rotation and they were free to play
with the device. Almost similar to
the ‘Hole in the Wall’ project of
Professor Sugata Mitra, children
learned on their own and from
each other. Pratham staff helped
but did not teach. It is not clear if
this impacted ‘progress’ in school
subjects but boys and girls became
much more comfortable with
using technology.

There were different phases of
this experiment including one
where children started filming,
editing, sharing and uploading

' their own videos on given themes

or topics. In one phase almost half
of the 4,394 group leaders were
girls (49%). In other words, girls
use the devices equally well as
boys when they are given equal

' and unfettered access to the .

devices. In contrast, when their
access is constrained, their
learning also is likely to be affected
negatively. The ASER 2023 reports

- a lower ability of girls to perform

tasks such as accessing services, or
making payments, or being safe
on the Internet. This is strongly
related to constraints in using the
devices due to absence ot
ownership.
Free bicycles gave a boost to the
enrolment of girls in secondary

schools. Perhaps, free
smartphones with Internet access
are round the corner?



Expert says every
individual can fall
victiim to cybercrime

The Hindu Bureau
HUBBALLI |

Director of Al & Cyber Secur-
1ty, MGI, U.S., Uday Shankar
Puranik has said that every
second a cybercrime is being
committed globally and ev-
ery individual happens to be
a potential victim.

He was speaking at a one-
day Management Develop-
ment Programme on risks as-
sociated with cyber security
and management at KLE Sq.
ciety’s Institute of Manage-

ment Studies and Research
(IMSR) in Hubballi recently.

Mr. Puranik said that after

the United States of America, |
India happens to be the most
targeted country by cyber
terrorists. . f

Founder of Eyesec Cyber
Security Solutions Pvt. Ltd., |
Belagavi, Gajendra Desh-

pande spoke on the signifi-
cance of cyber laws.

Inspector, Cyber, Eco-
nomics & Narcotic Division of

Hubballi-Dharwad B.K. Patil
spoke.
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€-month low
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India among nations overusing “Watch” group antibiotics
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| Resistance among Indian patients to certain types of antibiotics is among the highest in the world |
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Centre likely to soon
amend Drugs Act to
‘curb misleading ads

......................................................................

THE Union Health Ministry
may soon take “appropriate”
action to amend the proposed
long-pending Drugs and Magic
Remedies (Objectionable Ad-
vertisement) Act, 1954, which is
aimed at taking stringent
action against mislead-
ing advertisements, in-
cluding Ayush
medicines.

The move comes in
the wake of directions

propriate time.”

Reacting to the health minis-
try’s reply, Babu said, “I believe
it is a positive development as
it has come after the interven-
tion from the PMO. The pro-
posed amendment will strength-
en the D&MR Act. I hope it is

enacted soon.”

The proposed D&MR
Act was formulated af-
ter the parliamentary
panel on health in
March 2018 criticised
the non-enactment of

from the Prime Minis- stringent laws against
ter’s Office (PMO) fol- misleading ads of Ay-
lowmg an RTI filed by it has been six ush dI‘ugS
Dr KV Babu,aKerala- yearssince the The amendment to
based ophthalmolo-  parllamentary the D&MR Act, 1954,
gist, who had flagged panel had which prohibits the
that the crucial Act expressedgrave  advertisement for rem-
has been kept in cold  concernsabout  oqjeg alleged to pos-
storage since Febru- :fd":;ﬂ"’":m:’“ sess magical qualities,
ary 3, 2020, when the ow tl'wy P was proposed by the
proposal was first jnolementthe Ministry on February
announced. Act after thePMO 3, 2020. This act applies
Babu, who had writ- intervention to all drugs, including

ten to the PMO last
year on December 7,
received a response
that his complaint had been
forwarded to the Union health
ministry. The health ministry,
which had not responded to
him despite his earlier RTIs on
the issue, in its January 16 re-
ply, said that “action on the is-
sue will be initiated at the ap-

KV Babu, RTI activist

Ayurvedic, Siddha,
Unani drugs, and
Homoeopathy.

The amendments that were
proposed in 2020 included 24
more diseases, including drugs
for treatment for enhancing
sexual performance, fairness
of skin, improvement in the
height of kids and adults, and
premature ageing.
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i Trumps joined by
Carolma leaders as he
ries to undercut Haley

Jor 1ald Trump surrounded himself with
f:olekkl Haley'shomestateina
strength ahead of Tuesday's New

T ] Ipsh 2 primary.

m wmiomedatarallyattheNHUArena

erSaturday night by South Carolina

: :";??.'-‘.'es:m VicMaster, the state's lieutenant

orandaslew of other senior officials,
ngthe state’sattorney general, treasurer
€ S ' ‘ The statewide officials,
\U :"‘?’- -- psJoe Wilson, William
and Russell Fry, appeared on stage
mos tevery politician from
n: ~n=t a orsingme, Tmmpdeclared.
olinians urged the votersto carry
- lew Hampshirebeforethe
e heir rstate.

AP
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noodles trend

' t E K-WAVE Y-0-Y value growth (%)
Korean noodle -

sales (% cr)
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‘ Korean Instant
2023 - - noodles noodles

2
2021

Source: NielsenIQ

men instant noodles - had passed the 10 per cent growth
ylaunched its Gekkivariant  in instant noodles,” Roosevelt
dles three years ago. * D’souza, head of customer suc-
lingtothelatestdata cess - India —at NielsenIQ told
consumer intelli- Business Standard. “With over
IsenIQ, t 1esize a dozen major players in this

les market segment, and in response to the
increased demand, we antici-

pate key players in the instant

noodles category expanding

their portfolio to include this

Sur- variant,” D’souza added.
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[India-UK FTA: Commerce Dept
turns to PMO for dire
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Amiti Sen
New Delhi

The Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO) is likely to take the
final decision on certain
tricky issues in the India-UK
I'rece  Trade  Agreement
(FTA) negotiations to see if
the pact can be concluded
before the general elections,
sources have said.

These issues include lib-
eralisation of business visas,
rules related to intellectual
property rights, market ac-
cess for whisky, automo-
biles, and financial services,
and a social security pact.

“Negotiators from India
and the UK have been hold-
ing intense talks In New
Delhi since January 10, try-
ing to narrow gaps. which
are expected to continue.
[he Commerce Department
is in close consultation with
the PMO now, as a political
call will need to be taken on
the handful of remaining is-
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The UK’s wish for tighter
IPR regulations is being
resisted by India

before the elections in the
two countries, the source

added.

KEY DEMANDS

While officials have success-
fullv concluded negotiations
on most of the 26 chapters
in the India-UK FTA pact,
there are some matters of
importance to both sides
that remain vexed.

Of utmost importance to
India is its demand for the
liberalisation of business
visas, which the UK has
heen resisting, the source
<aid. More business visas are
- mportant for Indian profes-
sionals, especially In the IT
industry.

New Delhi also wants to

ctions

get into a social security
pact with the UK so that its
short-term workers in the
country don’t have to con-
tribute to social security.
Another important ask is
an assurance from the UK

that the gains from the FTA
would not be nullified by the
imposition of a carbon tax,
on the lines of the EU’s Car-
bon Border Adjustment
Mechanism (CBAM), in the
future, as officials had
earlier indicated.

The UK’s wish for tighter
IPR regulations that will go
beyond the WTO’s TRIPs
agreement is something In-
dia is resisting, as it does
not want “ever-greening” of
patents and a situation
where its generic producers
are threatened, the source
said.

Other issues that may not
have been fully settled in-
clude duty cuts for Scotch
whisky, automobiles and
auto parts demanded by the
UK under the stipulations
on rules of origin that pre-
scribe the minimum pro-
cessing that needs to hap-
pen in a FTA partner
country for a gOOd to qua]ify

for duty cuts.







SatChi confident despite
india Open heartbreak

r
tIAfter losing final, World No. 2 pair determined to come back stronge
l :

ANMOL GURUNG @ Chennal

......................................

quite consistently. We jugt need
to look at the bigger picture,
and I know that things will
eventually turn in our favour,”
he noted.

On the day, the Korean shut-
tlers showed why they are the
reigning world champions. De-

spite conceding the first game,
they maintained their compo-

-as a tense spell of play as
.IS’gt‘:viksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty struggled to ﬁpd
answers. Having played with
much authority in the opening
'game of their men’s doubles fi-
nal, it was a rather bizarx:e
scene as the World No 2 pair
| ras suddenly reduced to col-

L —

‘lect‘mg the shuttle and passing
[it back to their rivals. Their
‘struggle could be sensed
through the crowd, who had
igradually started to lose their
|Voice, here at the KD Jadhav
iIndoor Hall. It was a period
‘Where they conceded nine con-
secutive points. That was the
Indian pair’s start of downfall

s H A PABVEENNEGL _stepped up big time to spoil the -—\r
Y REREY. party for most®* &nlookers
> \on Sunday as they missed out after letting this opportunity present here. The doubles duo
~onatitle by a whisker for the slip. Having said that, he’s also will have some time to reflect as
sécond consecutive week, this quick to point out the positives
time in front of the home fans

here at the India Open.

After displaying their quin-
tessential style of play in the

first game against the Korean
duo of Kang Min Hyuk and Seo
iSeung Jae (World No 3), they
lost the plot in the second game
and eventually conceded the
match (21-15, 11-21, 18-21). Sat-
Wik lamented about the afore-
mentioned spell. “We started

i able defensive
[PALL" he assesseq.

1

>atwiksairaj Rankireddy (L) and Chirag
Shetty finished runnérs=y

(a valid one of course). “Over-
all, we are sad about losing the
final in our home tournament.
But, there are a 1ot of positives,
the last two weeks have been re-
ally good,” Satwik was suggest-
ing their runners-up effort at
the Malaysia Open last week.
Playing back-to-back finals
at the elite level isno mean feat.
The shuttlers, who have made

that things will fall in place
eventually. “There was a cer-

sure. With a healthy balance of
attack and defence, they forced
the Indian duo to make mis-
takes on multiple occasions.
Even in the third game, the In-
dians continued to chase them
hard. The gap had come down
to merely one point towards the
business end. That’s when they

they’ll be taking some time off
before attempting another big
run. The duo’s hunger and com-
mitment to master their craft
has made them heavyweights
in the BWF circuit over the
years. And they’re sticking to
that mindset going forward.
“Our thing is to Keep our heads
down and keep working on the
big titles to come. We will start

again in the next few days for
( : a healthy habit of challenging the All England and French
off quite well in the first game, for titles, will have to getused Open,” Satwik declared.
but in the second, we couldn’t to the rigours of playing more Before the French Open and
really start well. In no time, we often at a high level. Chiragis All England, they are sched-
were down by 11-5. From then pragmatic with regards to their uled to take part in the Badmin-
on, it was quite difficult to current state and is confident
Come back, and yes, they were

ton Asia Team Championships
(Malaysia, February 13-19).
Given that they have reversed

|

tain fatigue going on (because their fortunes after similar set- |
+01s latest defeat was cer- of pl.’:lyirgllg1 cgnsegutivgbﬁnals). backs over the ye?;ﬁigﬁg
tainly a dampener for the Khel ~ We have never played twoback- and Chirag can L e e Ve
Ratnas. Having come so far. that to-back finals (Super 500 or Su-  back stronger | s
100 in front of home fans, Sat- per 750 level), so it’s a positive for titﬁlfl? story: newindlanexpress.com
|Wikisunderstandab1y dejected  thing that we have been playing |




Clinical Djokovic polishes off

Mannarino, enters quarterfinals

USAs Fritz beats Tsitsipas. will face the Serb in the last-cight stage: Sinner yet to dropaset i the edition. s e
sahalenka. Gauft crunse to the next stage after downing Anisimova and Frech respectivels

AUSTRALIAN OPEN

Associated Press
MELBOURNEL

chieving vet anoth-
er record at the
Australian  Open

put Novak Djokovic in a re-
fiective mood. revealing
how he thought things
might change after he'd
dinched that historic 24th
major ttie.

Djokovic plaved his best
two sets “in a while” In a
6-0. 6-0, 6-3 demolition of
Adrian Mannarino on Sun-
dav to reach the quarterfi-
nal at a Major for the 58th
time, equalling Roger Fe-

derer’s Grand Slam record.

It's his 34rh run to the

last eight at Melbourne
Park, where his conversion
" rate is incredible. Of the
previous 13, he’s gone on to
win 10 Australian ttles.

“I thought maybe |
would this year fee] slightly
more relaxed, for lack of
better term, or maybe less
tension, less stress on prac-
tice sessions, matches,” he
said.

In the quarterfinal he’l)
be facing No. 12-ranked
Taylor Fritz, who reached
the stage in Australia for
the first time with a 7-6(3),
57, 6-3, 6-3 win over 2023

runner-up Stefanos
Tsitsipas.

Easy-peasy: Djokovic dominated proceedings and beat Mannarino 6-0, 6-0, 6-3. GETTY IMAGES

Djokovic was asked
about both potential rivals,
and said he was confident
if he played to his level. No
surprise to Fritz, who is
0-8 against Djokovic..

No. 4 Jannik Sinner
hasn’t dropped a set en
route the quarterfinal,
with the Italian beating No.
15 Karen Khachanov, nor
have women’s defending
champion Aryna Sabalen-
ka and U.S. Open winner
Coco Gauff,

Sabalenka will next play
2021 French Open cham-
pion Barbora Krejcikova,
who dropped the first set
but rallied for a 4-6, 6-3, 6.2

win that ended 16-year-old
Mirra Andreeva’s bid to be-
come the youngest Austra-
lian Open quarterfinalist
since Martina Hingis In
1997.

No. 2-ranked Sabalenka,
who won her first Slam tit-
le here last year, beat Ama-
nada Anisimova 6-3, 6-2.
Gauff, who picked up her
first major at the U.S. Open
in September, beat Magda-
lena Frech 6-1, 6-2.

Gauff, who next faces
Marta Kostyuk of Ukraine,
was the first  woman
through, needing just 63
minutes to see off Frech in
a match played on Rod Lav-

er Arena — in front of the
Australian great. “Luckily
when I saw him come in |
was already well up,” Gautt
said.

“I heard clapping and
knew it wasn’t for us, it was
only the first set. But thank
you for coming, it’s an

FOURTH ROUND RESULTS
v

Men: 1-Djokovic (Srb) bt
20-Mannarino (Fra) 6-0, 6-0, 6-3.
12 Fritz (USA), bt 7-Tsitsipas (Gre)
7-6(3),57,6-3,6 3.

4-Sinner (Ita) bt 15-Khachanov
64,7563

Women: 4 Gauff (USA) bt Frech
(Pol) 6-1, 6-2; 2-Sabalenka bt

honour.”

Australian hope Alex de
Minaur was playing No. 5
Andrey Rublev in the night
match to determine who
will face Sinner in the quar-
terinal.

Sinner advanced 6-4,
7-5, 6-3 over Khachanov.

Anisimova (USA) 6-3,6-2. |
Kostyuk (Ukr) bt Timofeeva 6-2, |
6-1: 9-Krejcikova (Cze) bt .'
Andreeva 4-6, 6-3, 6-2. .'I

v
Fallen seeds
Men: 7-Tsitsipas, 15-Khachanov,
20-Mannarino.
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SWAROOP SWAMINATHAN

@ Chennai
|
IMONTY Panesar has singled
out Rohit Sharma as the big-
‘wicket for England ahead of
lthe five-Test series beginning
in Hyderabad on Thursday.
“Over the last few years,
*Sharma has plaved a big role
i(with the bat) but we don’t talk
[about it often enough,” Pans-
esar, who plaved a big role in
I[England’s series win in 2012,
told this daily. “He sets it up for
lthe other batters. If he goes af-
ter the (James) Anderson and
e spinners, the ball can go
ft pretty quickly. The seam
isappears and that makes it
asier for the middle-order. If
at consistently happens... if
harma bats through the ini-
%al 20-30 overs in the series, 1

think India will win the series
easily.” The numbers back up
Panesar’s assessment. The
skipper is comfortably clear in
terms of runs (677) scored in
India in Tests since the begin-
ning of 2021. His two 100s In
that time period is also the best.
Even if some of the pitches the
hosts have played on may have
been treacherous, Sharma’s
mastery of the conditions has
led to some big scores. Of
course, England were on the re-
ceiving end when he made a
thrill-a-minute 161 in the sec-
ond Test at Chennai in 2021.
There is considerable inter-
est in the upcoming series, not
least because of England’s doc-
umented approach to red-ball
cricket. Under Brendon McCul-
lum (coach) and Ben Stokes
(captain), they have been focus-

ing on attacking, front-foot
cricket from the off, irrespec-
tive of the conditions. They
have got the desired results so
there is little reason to change.
But it could all go pear shaped
in less than a session. Panesar
was cognizant of that. “We may
have a proper contest if it

comes off,” the left-armer said.

“It could also easily crumble
like we saw at the World Cup. If

their game falls like a deck of

cards, India will just say ‘we
told you so, Bazball cannot hap-

pen in India.™

While Panesar hoped for a

good contest, he was left in no
doubt when it was time to make
his prediction. “I don't think
Bazball will win in India... India
will win the series, just the mar-
gin will be dependent on Eng-
land’s strategy.” A part of their
strategy, Panesar hoped, would
be empowering Shoaib Bashir, a
tall off-break bowler who has
only played six first-class games.
“I'm looking forward to seeing
Bashir,” he said. “He's tall, got
big hands and long fingers, will
be a very interesting bowler to
watch. He can extract more

Iy
" Rohit is India’s trump card, says ex-Eng spinner Panesar

bounce from that good length
area, can be that x-factor spin-
ner if he can hold his nerve.

“One wonders how Stokes
skippers him. I think he will
ask him to bowl full and tell
him ‘I don’t mind vou if go for
runs but get me wickets... 5/100
in 16 overs is fine. The Indian
batters are superstars but let’s
dangle the carrot and play with
their egos a bit.’ I think that
will be the message that McCul-
lum and Stokes will tell.”

Brook returns home

Middle-order batter Dan Law-
rence will replace Harry Brook
in the England squad for the
Test series against India after
the latter returned home be-
cause of personal reasons, the
ECB announced on Sunday.

Full story: newindlanexpress.com
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Warm winter again
signals climate crisis

en winter comes, the snow comeswithit and
not far behind it, but thisyear thereisnosnow
inmostofthe higher rangesof the Himalayas.

It hasbeenadrywinterinmost placeswithan unusually
high rain deficit. Places which have been famous for
snowfall, like Gulmarg in Kashmir, are brownandgreen
and not frostywhite asusual. Alack of snow andrainfall
in Uttarakhand has led to an increasing number of for-
est fires. Towns like Almora and Nainital have hardly
had any snow and rainfall this season, and the forests
are burning, as in the summer. Himachal Pradesh
has also seen many forest fires. There is no snow or
precipitationin the higherreaches of the state, afteran
abnormally wet monsoon. The vagaries of weather are
the result of climate change and global warming and
unusual weather phenomena like EINino.

The failure of snowfall and the rainfall deficit will
have serious consequences on the lives of the people
and the economy of the region. Extreme weather
patterns like summer heat waves have led to rapid

melting of glaciers that are a major water source

for the region. The entire Decem-

ber and most of January has been B
snowless. Mostof theriversdepend The year
upon the seasonal snow cover for 2023 was the

their discharge. Water levelsinthe SSSTSRTEEN
reservoirs, including the Bhakra hﬂttESl eter
reservoir, are much below normal. recorded
Snowfall ensures water security

for remote villages in the summer.
Snow also ensures the presence of frostwhich protects .
winter crops. Cropyieldsare expected tofall drastical-
ly. The economy of many places in theregion depends
onskiersandtourists. Thereare majorinfrastructural
facilities and other arrangements made specially for
winter tourism in places like Gulmarg. The livelihood
of large numbers of people depends on that. Their life
in other months of the year alsodepends ontheincome
from the winter months. |
Studies have shown that a 1 degree Centigrade
increase in temperature can reduce the amount of
water stored in snowpacks in early spring by nearly
20%. Economies and lifestyleswhich depended onthe
traditional patterns of weather are likely to be severely
disrupted. Governments will have to be ready to ad-
dress the consequences of these problems, including -
migration of people. In the longer term, there is need
toadapt to the changeswith plans for new agricultural
_ practices and water management techniques. Other -
 parts of the world have also seen such changes in ',
weather patterns. Theyear 2023 wasthewarmestyear

on record, but the world’s response to the warnings
about climate change has so far been indifferent.




_.—--—-—_'_-__'-

CROSS-BORDER PAK, IRAN
ATTACKS & MENACE OF
JIHADI SANCTUARIES

ecent cross-border attacks by Iran and Pakistan on each
other’s territory and their subsequent kiss and make up
tell the tale of jihadi sanctuaries in both ]ands. Both claJm
they are ‘brotherly’ Islamic nations that are oﬂm_ermse
divided by sectarianism. While Iran is a Shia I?atlop, Pa-
kistan has a Sunni majority. Both have no compunctions in us-
ing terror as an instrument of state policy. Contiguous regions
of Pakistan, Iran and Afghanistan are home to ethnic Balochs,
which is at the root of separatism. Balochistan 1s a resource-
rich poor land that aspires for freedom, whichnonation s ready
to grant. Its nationalism is a powder keg that can be lit In no
time. All three nations its people straddle have beep pmng a
dangerous jihadi game t0 keep insurgency ?,immermg mqthm-
manageable limits. But last week’s violation of sqvere1gnty
showed the limits of that policy. While Iran claims it took out
its rogue citizens in airstrikes within Pakistan, the latter fol-
lowed a similar script barely 48 hours later. With both sides mak
ing their respective points using costly firepower, they decided
to call it a draw. But the Pakistani army notched up some ad-
(ditional brownie points in the process for its surgical retalia-
tion. It also got a left-handed compliment from the US for show-
ing Iran its place.
The US is on the frontline of defence against Iran that uses
non-state actors like Hamas in Palestine, Hezbollah in Leba-
non and the Houthis in Yemen to become a pre-eminent re-
gional power in West Asia, displacing Saudi Arabia. It was the
impending Saudi detente with Israel that was the trigger for
Hamas brutality on October 7, as it massacred 1,400 Israelis in
a surprise raid. That 23,000 Palestinians and counting - many
of them civilian women and children - have been killed by Is-
rael’s retaliatory strikes does not bother Iran’s conscience.
Terror is a self-consuming Bhasmasura that can never bring
peace and sustenance to any region.
~India took the pragmatic approach of not commenting on

- the Iran-Pakistan faceoff while reiterating its zero tolerance
to terror. The Iranian attack revived memories of Indian air-
‘'strikes on Balakot in 2019 deep inside Pakistan territory on
a Jaish-e-Mohammad stronghold to avenge the Pulwama at-

tack on a CRPF convoy. It brought both nuclear powers on the

brink of war before better sense prevailed. No wonder, New

Delhi defended Tehran’s right to give a fitting response to
cross-border threats.

o0 000'00000-{:« S g P P P e e e . -
; # o T W L

W . -, N N N N W

B L L L



Post Office Act, its unbridled powers of interceplior!

N December 24, 2023, the President of |
India gave assent 1o the Post Oflice |
Bill, 2023 which will replace the
colonial-era Indian Post Office Act,

IR, as and when a notification to this effect i ,u

issued by the central government. Puring the

debate in the Parliament, the Opposition

expressed fears about the provision on

unchecked powers of interception of any ftem by

the post office authorities, including the

conditions of such interception, i.e., (occurrence

of any) ‘emergency’ which is not defined under

the Act. Another point is that there are also no

procedural sateguards in the Act to check

arbitrary use by the authorities or any liability in

case the power of interception is misused.

|
Interception under central Acts |
On December 24, the Telecommunications Bill, |
2023 also received the President's assent which |
will replace two Central acts namely; the Indian
Telegraph Act, 1885 and the Indian Wireless
Telegraphy Act, 1933. The Telecommunication
Act has a provision, i.e., section 20(2) on
interception of messages, which is similar to
section 5(2) of the Telegraph Act of 1885 except
that the contents of section 7(2)(b) of the Act of
1885 which empower the central government to
notify rules on the precautions to be taken for
preventing the improper interception or |
disclosure of messages are now included in
section 20(2). Apparently, unless such procedure
and safeguards are prescribed, section 20(2)
cannot be brought into operation. This is
significant because though the 1885 Act provided
for making rules, the relevant rule (section 419A)
was notified only in March 2007. ;
Section 69(1) of the Information and |
Technology (IT) Act, 2000 also provides for '
interception of any information through any
computer source, though the necessary .L
requrement does not call for the occurrence of
‘any public emergency’ or any demand in ‘the
interest of public safety’ as provided for in the
Telegraph Act or in the Telecommunication Act.
Thus, the scope of interception under the IT Act
is wider. Though the Act provides for ‘the
procedure and safeguards’ to be prescribed by
the central government, the necessary rules were
notified only in October 20089, |
The interception of phones under the
Telegraph Act continued without any procedural
safeguards in place till the Supreme Court of l
India, in People’s Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL) vs
Union of India (1996), laid down the procedure
and safeguards to check arbitrariness and a -
misuse of powers by authorities. The Court held
intimate and confidential character and, since
. phone tapping is an infringement of the right to
freedom of speech and expression under Article
19 of the Constitution, it is permissible only if it
‘comes within the grounds of restrictions under
Article 19(2). The Court also held that since the
- right to privacy is a part of the right to life and
 personal liberty, under Article 21 of the

R.K. Vi

is a former Indian
Police Service officer

The newly
enacted Act
does not make
any provision
for procedural
saleguards 1o
dispel fears of
misuse of the
substantive
provision on
interception

according to procedure established by law’, Aluo,
‘the procedure el must be just, e and
rensonable’ ‘to rule out anything arbitrary,
freakish or blzarre’,

since no rules were notified by the cential
government under section 7(2)(0) of the
Telegraph Act by then, the Court lald down
procedural sateguards which remalned In
operation tl Mareh 2007 when the central
government amended the Telegraph Rules, 1951
and notified Rule 419A. This rule not only
replaced the Court's directives but also made a
some space [or Interception in ‘emergent cases’
(in remote areas or for operational reasons) up to
a maximum seven days when obtaining prior
directions for interception is not feasible; thus,
there was a further delegation of the powers of
interception to the law enforcement agencies,
such as to the ranks not below the Inspector
General of Police at the State level, I

The Court also elaborated upon parameters to |
comprehend the occurrence of ‘public
emergency’ and ‘public safety’, and clarified that
unless one of these two conditions is met, |
interception cannot be resorted to, no matter
howsoever necessary or expedient it might be in
the interests of the sovereignty and integrity of
India, the security of the state, friendly relations
with foreign states or public order or for
preventing incitement to the commission of an
offence. The central government also prescribed
similar procedure and safeguards for interception
under the Information Technology (Procedure
and Safeguards for Interception, Monitoring and
Decryption of Information) Rules, 2009.

e — — ==

Apprehensions about interception

While Rule 419A is likely to be replicated under
the new Telecommunication Rules, the newly
enacted Post Office Act does not make any
provision for the procedural safeguards to dispel
the fears of misuse of the substantive provision
on interception.

The fact remains that the post office mostly
transports items such as letters and postcards
which are essentially of a confidential nature. The
Supreme Court in Distt. Registrar & Collector,
Hyderabad & Anr vs Canara Bank (2005) held that
the right to privacy is not lost as a result of
confidential documents or information being
parted with by the customer to the custody of a
bank. Therefore, the right to privacy is not lost if
some personal items are entrusted to the post
office for correspondence. The Court has also

held in many judgments that the right to privacy

imposes a requirement of a written recording of
reasons before a search and selzure could be

carrled out, W 4 Wiy e A ]
In Justice K.S. Puttaswamy (Retd.) & Anr. vs

Union of India & Ors. (2017), the right 10

communication has been held to be a part of the

right to privacy and thus protected under Article

21 of the Constitution. Article 17 of the

International Covenant on Civil and Political

Rights, 1966, to which India is a party, says that

‘no one shall be subjected to arbitrary or

unlawful interference with his privacy, family,

fawful
home and correspondence nor llf: Ilnr':r'l'. Y ording
attacks on his honour and reputi

o (! ution,
(0 Directive Principle 51¢) o ”"h::”:-l:llli:'rll'tl
nternational conventions ”"lmd llru-sllt' laws.
unless they are in conflict W“!' “' (0 the secrecy
in fact, ‘the right of every € Itlzen SPTIT
' . lence’ wias inchuded In ( HIED
of his corresponcer . o o Sub-committee on
o)) of the draft report of the Sub-col
fundamental rights. But this €SCC 0L e might
eventually dropped on the ground e atlon of
lead to practical difficulties in adminlstra Ij .
the Posts and Telegraph Department and ! e l
relevant laws (the Indian Post Office Act, 1898 anc
the Indian Telegraph Act, 1885) permit
Interception of communication sent through
post, telegraph or telephone only in ﬂpeflﬁl’d
circumstances. Similar was the fate of another
clause 10 on searches and selzure also. But the
supreme Court, in Puttaswamy, observed that the
Constituent Assembly had not expressly resolved
to reject the notion of the right to privacy as an
integral element of the liberty and freedoms
guaranteed by the fundamental rights.

Therefore, the fears of misuse must be allayed
by the central government with regard to the Post
Office Act to circumvent intervention by the
constitutional courts in future. This Act has made
the interception provision more liberal by
removing the two major conditions, namely ‘the
occurrence of public emergency’ and ‘in the
interest of the public safety’ which are specifically
mentioned in the Act of 1898. As there is no
provision with regard to procedural safeguards,
any interception of items by the post office
intrudes into the privacy of an individual and,
therefore, must be backed by a just, fair and
reasonable procedure. Also, the term
‘emergency’ being vague, it must draw inference
from rule 419A of the Telegraph Rules or the IT
Rules which clarify what constitutes the
‘emergent’ cases.

Consequences of unauthorised interception
Second, though a telegraph officer may be
punished for any ynauthorised interception
under section 26 of the Telegraph Act, there is no
provision for taking any action if the competent
authority exceeds or misuses his powers of
ifterception. This seems problematic because the
interception documents are destroyed after a
certain period of time. Similarly, though
unauthorised Interception is punishable under
the Telecommunication Act, review committees
are not ¢ven to recomimend any
disciplinary action for misuse of powers by the
competent authority. The review committee may
only set islde the order of interception and may
Issue orders for destruction of recards. “
Theretore, the competent authority needs to be
held accountable tor any wiltul misuse of
interception powers, without the ‘good faithy’
clause coming to their rescue. Otherwise, in case
of infraction of the right to privacy under these
statutes, relief (including compensation) could
only be sought from the constitutional courts.

The views expressed are personal
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A backsliding
Curbs on financing of civil society bodies
denote eroding civil liberties
ess than a year after suspending the Fo-
L reign  Contribution  (Regulation) Act
(FCRA) licence of the Centre for Policy Re-
search (CPR), the Government of India has can-
celled its FCRA licence. The justification for this
move - CPR’s publications have Iwunlﬂil““f‘-‘d
with current affairs programming, pfﬂlnliiled for
an entity using FCRA funds - is nmll‘mg if not far-
cical, As a premier think tank, the CPR has been
around for more than half a century, during
" which it has been an exemplar of public-spirited
scholarship feeding into an ecosystem of gover-
nance and policy-making where multiple stake-
holders and their often divergent interests need
consensus-building through informed debates —
the hallmark of a democracy. A decision to effec-
tively shut down such an institution by crippling
its finances is bound to send the message that In-
dia is no longer open to the free flow of know-
ledge and ideas. The move also fits into a broader,
and sadly, by now all-too-familiar, pattern of the
state wielding the FCRA as a weapon to silence
entities whose work is not to its liking — typically
those working on environmental issues, civil li-
berties and human rights. The use of the FCRAto
target civil society for political or ideological rea-
sons is perhaps written into its DNA. The legisla-
tion is the child of the Emergency, enacted by a
regime paranoid about foreign governments in-
terfering in India’s internal affairs by channelling
funds through NGOs. Since then, it has been
amended by successive governments, with the
provisions becoming more stringent.

When the latest round of amendments was
passed in 2020, the International Commission of
Jurists denounced it as “incompatible with inter-
national law” and warned that it would “impose
... extraordinary obstacles on the capacity of ...
civil society actors to carry out their important
work”. It appears as though the government has
been working hard to prove the ICJ right. Even
before dust could settle on the FCRA cancellation
of CPR, World Vision India, which works with
children, has had its FCRA cancelled. On the one
hand, India seeks recognition as a ‘Vishwaguru’,
Its calling card as the G-20 host was ‘Mother of
Democracy’. The government is hypersensitive
to rankings on international indices, yet unwill-
ing to acknowledge the link between perception
and reality. When the U.S.-based non-profit,
Freedom House, in its Democracy Index, down-
graded India to an “electoral autocracy”, a rea-
son it cited was erosion of civil liberties. Shutting
off the finances of civil society organisations on
flimsy grounds is a textbook example of civil li-

~ berties erosion, guaranteed to amplify the narra-
tive of democratic backsliding. It would then be
pointless to complain about bias or invoke “con-
spiracies” to tarnish India’s image when these ac-
tions get reflected in India’s downgrading in glo-
. balindices qf freedom and democracy. S




Mixed tidings from
education report

he Annual Statusof Education Report (ASER) for
T'ZOZ.B, prepared by educational NGO Pratham,

has brought mixed fare about children’s school-
ing and learning outcomes in rural India. The report,
titled “Beyond Basics’, carried out in 28 rural districts
In 26 states, was focused on children in the 14-18 age
group, and it brings the good news that “more children
inIndia have more years of schooling than ever before ”
That shows that the disruptions and the economic
distress caused by the Covid pandemic did not stop
children from attending school. Abouyt 86.8% of the
children in rural areas are enrolled in schools and this
is a major achievement. The trend of increasing enrol-
ment needs to be maintained and the goal should be
100% enrolment. The reportalsoshowsthat95% of the

sic skills expected their age group, =

Children in the 14-18 age group
were unable to match the abilities
€xpected of students of Classes I1
or I1. About 25% of the children
could not fluently read any text in
their language. Over half of them
failed todosimple division exercises
and more than 429, could not read
simple sentences in English. The
report also found that many of the
children, €specially girls, have to

work in the family and on farmg.

This puts pressure on the childrenang certainly affects
their attendance in schools,

The report suggests that there should be reforms in
the contents and processes to lighten the pressyre on
such students, It is important tofocus op technical and
vocational education from the schoo] level onwards so
that children are equipped with skills that are needed
in 2 growing econom y. There were only 69 students

among those surveyed doing any vocational course,

qunﬁn Persons who leave schools and colleges without

asic knowledge and skills will not only be unemployed
utalsc_:unemployable.Alarge mass ofsuch young per-

sc:lnswlllturn the expected demographic dividend into

ademographic burden, The availability ofaskilled and
- trained work force was an i '
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